THREE OPTIONS FOR
CHARGING YOUR
ELECTRIC VEHICLE
IN PUBLIC

DCFC or fast-charging stations — are
much more powerful and can charge an
EV significantly faster than level 1 and 2
stations. But with great power comes great
responsibility — like knowing whether your
electric car can handle the extra juice.

While most of the time you’ll charge your
electric vehicle (EV) at home, sometimes you’ll
need a boost on the road. When you’re out and
about and need to charge up, you’ve got three
options, or “levels.”
You can charge any electric car at a level 1 or
level 2 station. These types of chargers offer
the same charging power as the ones you can
install at home. But DC fast chargers — the
fastest level — are different.
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Some vehicles cannot charge at DC fast
chargers, so be sure to know your vehicle’s
capabilities before plugging in.

   DCFC

kW

typically 50 kW

occasionally 50 kW
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APPROX. CHARGING TIME FROM EMPTY BATTERY
200 km (124 miles):
400 km (249 miles):

+/- 20 HOURS
+/- 43 HOURS

+/- 5 HOURS
400 km (249 miles): +/- 11 HOURS
200 km (124 miles):

+/- 30 MIN
+/- 1 HOUR

80% of 200 km (124 miles):
80% of 400 km (249 miles):

THE QUICKEST WAY TO CHARGE YOUR
ELECTRIC CAR IN PUBLIC
You’ve got three options to charge your electric car in public, but these “levels” aren’t the same.
If possible, avoid level 1 charging stations. They’re slow and aren’t the best choice for drivers who
want to get back on the road quickly.

Electric cars are here. But there are questions
about how and when to charge them. Whether
you charge at home while you sleep or at your
closest quick-charge station, it’s easy to see
how one can fit into your life.

If you want to charge using the fastest way possible, use a DC fast charging station, as these can
provide a lot more range to your EV in the shortest amount of time. Charging at a DCFC station is
most effective if your battery’s state-of-charge (SOC) is below 80%. But once you top 80%, charging
slows down significantly.
Tip: Once you reach an 80% charge, top off at a level 2 charger.
Why the switch? For the last 20% of charge, level 2 and DCFC stations charge at the same speed,
but it’s way cheaper to use the level 2, so you’ll be able to save some cash (you’re welcome). You can
hit the road and charge your EV back to 80% at the next DC fast charger you see. If time is not an
issue and you’ve got a few hours to spare, skip the DCFC and go straight to a level 2 station. It’ll take
longer, but as we said, it’s way cheaper.

LEVEL 2 PUBLIC CHARGERS
If you are stopping for multiple hours, then a level 2
charger is often the better choice. Level 2 is the typical
EV plug found in homes and garages. Most public
charging stations are level 2. RV plugs (14-50) are
also considered level 2 chargers.

DC FAST PUBLIC CHARGERS
Some public stations are DC fast chargers. Making
a short stop for coffee or a meal? These charging
stations are the quickest way to charge a vehicle.
Note: not every EV can charge at DC fast chargers.

